San Francisco’s Second Summer: Why
Fall May Be the Best Time to Visit

Juergen T Steinmetz

San Francisco’s best weather may arrive when the
rest of America is cooling down. Discover why the
city’s famous “second summer,” vibrant
neighborhoods, waterfront attractions and fall
events make this an ideal time to visit—and how Z
Hotels is turning the season into an enticing San
Francisco getaway.

While much of America starts reaching for sweaters, San Francisco enters one of
its most inviting seasons. Z Hotels is celebrating the city’s famously sunny fall
with a package that gives travelers—and locals looking for a staycation—more
time to rediscover the City by the Bay.

SAN FRANCISCO, California — Fall does things differently in San Francisco.
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Just as temperatures begin dropping across much of the United States, the City by the Bay
often moves into what locals affectionately regard as its “second summer”—a period of
sunnier afternoons, comfortable temperatures, and prime conditions for exploring
neighborhoods, parks, and the waterfront.

San Francisco Travel describes September as the point when the season is “just getting
started” in the city, with some of San Francisco’s best weather accompanied by a busy
calendar of cultural events.

For travelers looking for an excuse to experience it—and Bay Area residents who may have
forgotten just how much there is to discover close to home—Z Hotels is leaning into the
season with its Fall for San Francisco package.

The offer combines a city break with a few practical extras designed to maximize time on the
ground. Guests receive a welcome amenity of two KIND Bars, trail mix, whole fruit and La
Colombe Cold Brew served over ice, along with early check-in and late checkout based on
availability.

That extra time can make a difference in a city where a single day can easily stretch from a
cable-car ride and Chinatown lunch to an afternoon beside the bay and cocktails after dark.

Why Fall May Be San Francisco’s Sweet Spot

San Francisco has never followed the conventional American seasonal calendar.

Visitors who arrive expecting California’s warmest weather in July can encounter the city’s
famous fog, while September and October can deliver the sunny afternoons that make
walking its hills, lingering in Golden Gate Park or taking in views across the bay particularly
rewarding.

Then there is the cultural calendar.
Flower Piano returns to the San Francisco Botanical Garden from September 10—-20, 2026,

placing 12 pianos throughout the 55-acre garden with professional performances, community
programming and opportunities for visitors to play.
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On September 26—27, Portola Music Festival brings electronic and dance music to Pier 80,
with the 2026 lineup including Robyn, Zara Larsson and Parcels. Then, October 2—4, the
free Hardly Strictly Bluegrass festival transforms Golden Gate Park into a sprawling outdoor
music venue, with more than 80 performances planned across six stages.

That makes a fall hotel stay potentially attractive even to people who already live around the
Bay Area: check in after a festival, make dinner and cocktails part of the occasion, sleep
downtown and rediscover San Francisco as a visitor might.

Hotel Zeppelin: San Francisco With the Volume
Turned Up

For travelers who prefer their San Francisco with a rebellious streak, Hotel Zeppelin
channels the city’s counterculture heritage from its location at 545 Post Street near Union
Square.

Rather than offering a generic downtown hotel aesthetic, Zeppelin positions itself as a
“counterculture crash pad,” combining unconventional design with the spirit of the San
Francisco that challenged convention and helped redefine American music and culture.
Amenities include a fitness center, bike rentals, pet-friendly offerings, and its onsite
restaurant.

The hotel’s PLS on Post keeps that playful personality going downstairs.



Think gourmet smash burgers, extravagant milkshakes, and drinks in a casual setting rather
than a formal hotel dining room. It is an easy option for guests who have spent the day
climbing San Francisco hills and are ready to trade sightseeing for burgers and cocktails.

Hotel Zeppelin also has some recent bragging rights: Z Hotels says the property was voted
the #4 Best Hotel in San Francisco in the Condé Nast Readers’ Choice Awards, based on
more than 750,000 U.S. votes.

Hotel Zelos: A Sleeker Side of the City

For a different interpretation of San Francisco, Hotel Zelos offers a more polished,
contemporary base at 12 Fourth Street in the historic Pacific Building.

Its location puts guests in the middle of downtown action, while the hotel’s personality leans
fashion-forward and modern. Z Hotels describes Zelos as combining sleek design with a
technology-influenced aesthetic, complemented by bike rentals, a fitness center and pet-
friendly amenities.

But one of the strongest reasons to stay may be upstairs.

Dirty Habit, the hotel’s restaurant and bar, pairs a seasonally influenced menu and creative
cocktails with a collection of more than 640 whiskeys. Its outdoor space offers a very San
Francisco luxury: the chance to settle into a rooftop patio surrounded by the architecture and
energy of downtown.

Zelos has also earned recent recognition, with Z Hotels reporting that it was voted the #3
Top Hotel in San Francisco in the Condé Nast Readers’ Choice Awards.

A Staycation Case for Californians

The appeal is not limited to travelers flying into San Francisco.

For someone living in Oakland, Marin, Silicon Valley or elsewhere in Northern California, a
hotel night can turn a familiar city into a miniature vacation—particularly when the goal is to
attend a concert or festival, have dinner without thinking about the drive home, or simply
spend a weekend behaving like a tourist.

Z Hotels is actively courting that market as well. Separate from Fall for San Francisco, its



current Golden State to Golden Gate promotion is aimed specifically at California residents
and advertises 20% off the best available rate, an upgrade when available, complimentary
Wi-Fi and a 2 p.m. checkout.

That gives locals a reason to compare available offers before booking, depending on whether
seasonal amenities, price or checkout flexibility matter most.

Cable Cars, Neighborhoods and the Waterfront

Of course, the real amenity is San Francisco itself.

A fall visit can be as classic or unconventional as the traveler wants it to be. Ride a cable car
and watch the bay emerge between steep streets. Wander through Chinatown and North
Beach. Head west toward Golden Gate Park. Explore the waterfront. Find a neighborhood
restaurant. Take a bike out. Or simply walk without a schedule and see where the city’s hills
lead.

That freedom is precisely where early arrival and a later departure become useful. Instead of
treating check-in and checkout days as lost travel time, guests potentially gain several
additional hours to experience the city, subject to availability.

And in San Francisco, several hours can mean another neighborhood, another meal and one
more sunset.

Falling for San Francisco—Again

San Francisco does not necessarily need another season to reinvent itself. Reinvention has
always been part of its identity.

But fall presents a particularly compelling invitation.

The fog can give way to blue skies. Parks fill with music. Outdoor tables become harder to
leave. Neighborhood walks stretch longer than planned. Visitors discover that California’s
most famous “summer” experience doesn’t always arrive during summer.

For first-time travelers, the Fall for San Francisco package offers a convenient base for
discovering an iconic American city during one of its most appealing periods. For returning
visitors, it offers an excuse to look again.



And for locals, perhaps the biggest surprise is realizing that one of the world’s great city
breaks has been sitting just across the Bay—or a few neighborhoods away—all along.

Travel Information: The Fall for San Francisco offer is currently promoted by Z Hotels and
includes a welcome amenity plus early check-in and late checkout based on availability. Z
Hotels' current website lists Hotel Zelos, Hotel Zeppelin, and Hotel Zetta as participating
properties. Travelers should verify current rates, availability, package conditions, and event
schedules before booking.



